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Striving to Improve services to all departments of County 

Government



 Planning enables the right balance of new 
development and services, environmental 
protection, and change.

 Planners work with elected and appointed 
officials, such as mayors and planning 
commissioners, to lead the planning process 
with the goal of creating communities of 
lasting value.



 On August the 7th of this year we participated in a 
class in Knoxville. This was hosted by the 
University of Tennessee and the Municipal 
Technical Advisory Service. The discussion 
covered the National Flood Insurance Program 
and the FEMA Flood hazard Layers.

• We also have scheduled other training that will be 
in the near future.



• Understanding of local, state, and federal 
government programs and processes.

• Understanding of the legal foundation for land 
use regulation

• Mastery of geographic information systems and 
office software



GIS is a very powerful decision-making tool 
that has a massive range of application

Maps allow the viewer to easily visualize the 
data

 A picture is worth a thousand words 



 Local government
 National government
 Retailer/distributors
 Fleet managers
 Marketers
 Property developers
 Emergency response
 Transport
 Military defense
 Healthcare
 Oil and gas
 Agriculture
 Forestry
 Telecommunications
 Utilities

 90% of everything a 
business does, it 
does “somewhere”. 
GIS  provides an 
effective way to 
gather, store, 
analyze and present 
this real-world 
spatial data.
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This is the first map that
we actually went out on
the ground with GPS
unit and created the
points and downloaded
the data into our work
station.









We cannot create maps without DATA!
We cannot create maps without proper 

TIME!
We cannot create maps without FUNDS!
We cannot provide proper Planning without 

GIS!
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phil.james@roanecountytn.org
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