


Water-willow Weed American Pondweed

Eelgrass

It is important to remember that native vegetation is natural and an 

important part of a reservoir ecosystem.





It is also important to remember that all lakes and reservoirs 

advance through natural stages of succession.



But, when invasive, exotic plant species take over.  They can cause great 

detriment and greatly accelerate natural succession.





Hydrilla  is one of the most invasive, exotic submersed weeds with 

which we have to contend.  It is now found in Watts Bar Reservoir.



   STEPS FOR PREPARING A PLAN FOR THE MANAGEMENT 

                 OF INVASIVE AQUATIC PLANTS 

 

Identify the Problem 

Involve Local and State Officials   

Form a Broadly Representative Stakeholder Group 

Utilize Consulting Expertise Familiar With The Problem 

Plan for Funding and Technical Assistance  

Research and Customize Management Principals 

Draft a Long-Term Action Plan (Example Slide Provided) 

Apply Sound Management Techniques (Illustrative Slides) 



When invasive and/or exotic vegetation becomes weedy, it is 

important to implement a control program.



The Next Two Slides Show An 

Example Aquatic Plant 

Management for Guntersville 

Reservoir







Management of aquatic plants may be accomplished by a variety 

of techniques and combinations – Herbicidal treatments are a 

mainstay of most aquatic plant management programs



Harvesting can be an important tool as well …… 



Once aquatic weed infestations have reached certain levels, 

eradication is not possible ….. Management is required



Coordination of herbicidal applications and harvesting can 

produce near-shore “open areas” and boat lane access to 

recreational areas


