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IED Optimistic
By Ron Woody, County Executive

ounty Executive’'s Newsletter

We begin our fiscal year July 1, with an anticipated budget
approval on July 11. We do not anticipate any increase in property
tax, and outside our rural special purpose fund most operations should
be adequately funded.

As mentioned in previous newsletters some of our budget
challenges have been a loss in TVA impact revenue and stagnant
property developments. Because of these issues and some increase in
estimated cost there are no additional funds currently budgeted for
employee raises. The Commission has formed a Salary and Benefit
committee and hopefully we will have some recommendations by the
end of the calendar year. With revenues meeting expenditures any
increase in cost basically dictates an increased revenue or a reduction in
a current service.

The importance of growing the local economy can be seen in the
local budget. The local economy growing supports annual raises and
other inflationary cost, and without the growth in the local economy
either property taxes must increase, budget must hold the line, or even
existing services must be cut to support operations.

As we managed over the years using a 5-Point Star Management
approach one of the main points has always been a focus on Industrial /
Economic Development (IED). We knew the IED was a long-term plan
with short-term milestones; which we hope leads to long-term financial
stability. We are hoping that our plans will began seeing some success
in the next several months.

We are anticipating IED success as we are now planning a
“Housing Summit” for late summer or early fall. [ED announcements
coming soon? We are moving our gauge from cautiously optimistic to
optimistic. Hopefully IED success will solve many of our budget issues.
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As mankind becomes more liberal, they will be more apt to allow that all
those who conduct themselves as worthy members of the community are
equally entitled to the protections of civil government. | hope ever to see
America among the foremost nations of justice and liberality.

George Washington

The Roane County
Courthouse and Courts
will be closed on
Monday, July 4, 2016 in
observance of
Independence Day.
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Roane County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event

The State Division of Solid Waste Management expressed its appreciation for Roane County’s continued participation
in Tennessee’s Household Hazardous Waste Mobile Collection Program. The Division also wanted to thank the people
who made the May 14th event possible, including Ralph Stewart, Director and several Roane County Solid Waste
employees.

The results from Roane County’s have been compiled by the division’s staff and the results include the summary of
materials collected, their weights, and the resultant cost of the event. The participation at the event was 142 house-
holds with a collection of 3,806 Ibs. of HHW (Hazardous Household Waste) and a total cost of $11,422.07 paid by the
State of Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Division of Solid Waste Management. The State
appreciates the efforts of the Roane County Solid Waste in providing year round management of batteries, used all,
paint, antifreeze, and electronics (BOPAE) . The reduction of BOPAE collected at the HHW events, allows resources to
be available for the collection of hazardous household materials e.g. flammable liquids, caustics, oxidizers, and
mercury).

Working Together Toward a Better Roane County

Roane County Veteran Services Office... A Dedicated Citizen...
Thank you for “Serving Those Who Served”
Freddie Harvey has served on the Roane Board of Equalization
Roane County Veterans Services Office is a service to
our county. Many benefits are available if you
quality such as: as Property Assessor and Mr. Harvey is still serving on the
e Service Connected Disabilities

e Health Benefits

e Improved Pension

e Dependency and Indemnity Compensation

for 45 years. He started in 1971 when Lish Tedder was serving

board today.

Freddie Harvey was sworn in on June 1, 2016 for another two

e Education (2) year term. Feddie Harvey is quoted as saying, “l made a
e Burial Benefit

e  Funeral Honors
e Home Loan Eligibility elected me as chairman and | didn’t know any better, so |

mistake of wearing a suit to my first meeting in 1971, so they

) ., accepted”. He said he has enjoyed serving on the board and
If you need assistance please contact Brian Dunn or

Bill Brott at 2305 N. Gateway Ave. #2, Harriman, looks forward to the next 2 years. Thank you for your hard
TN. (865-882-4015)

work and dedication serving on the board.

Roane County Agriculture Happenings...by Jessica Wilkinson

¢ Master Gardener Happenings

The Master Gardeners have kick started a Lunch & Learn Series. These take place on the second Saturday
of each month, and cover various topics that a master gardener may “specialize” in. So far topics that have
been covered include: raised bed and container gardening, apple cider fermentation, and roses, with more to
come.

July lunch and learn will be July 9, 2016 at 12 noon at the extension office. The speaker will be a Certified
Master Gardener.

e 2016 Master Gardener Intern Class

The 2016 Intern Class is scheduled for Tuesday's and Thursday's from August 25, 2016 to October 20, 2016 from 5:00-

7:30p.m. Download the application from https: / /extension.tennessee.edu/Roane /Pages/Agriculture.aspx and bring it

and payment for the class in to sign up for this year’s class. (Applications are also available at the Extension Office).



https://extension.tennessee.edu/Roane/Pages/Agriculture.aspx
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Did You Know About.... Owen’s Airport?

By: Robert Bailey, County Historian

Located in the Swan Pond community near the present day site of the Kingston Steam Plant, Owen’s
Airport was one of the first airports in Roane County. It was started in 1928 by Edgar Owen. He had pur-
chased an old jenny which had been sold as war surplus by the government and began flying out of a field
which became known as Owen’s Airport.

Among the “adventures” that were provided were flights for passengers, parachute jumping, air shows
among other things. When Watts Bar Dam was built in the 1940s, part of the field was flooded which ended
flying at this location.

ETEDA Commuting Information
ETEDA (East Tennessee Economic
Development Agency) markets the
business advantages of our 15 county
region fo pofenfial prospects. They
provide perinent demographic datfa on
their website at www eteda org. To view
an accurate averview of the available
labor go fo, data library /commuting
information. Available labor is always a
key factor in the dedsion to relocate or
expand a business.

Roane County
County residents employed: 16,066
Residing/Working in county: 10,884
Commuting outside county: 5,182

“Changing Government through Research, Study and Analysis”
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Eating Healthy...

by Laura Conner, Director

-Health
The Roane County Health

Department encourages everyone to eat healthy and get
regular physical activity. According to ChooseMy-
Plate.gov and the USDA, it is recommended that you
make half your plate fruits and vegetables focusing on
whole fruits and varying your veggies, make half your
grains whole grains, move to low-fat and fat-free milk or
yogurt, vary your proteins, and drink and eat less sodium,
saturated fat, and added sugars. Summer is a great time
to incorporate more fresh fruits and vegetables in your
diets and to get out and play. Staff from the health de-
partment are involved in ongoing projects to educate and
encourage folks to do just that. At the health department,
we have a few small raised bed gardens that staff mem-
bers have planted. We use these as teaching tools for
patients and in classes that we offer to the public. Staff
members provide education about easy ways to raise
fresh fruits and vegetables and when produce is harvest-
ed, they provide demonstrations on healthy ways to pre-
pare the foods and provide samples of healthy recipes.
In addition, we also have staff who work with the local
Farmer’s Market in Harriman. While there, they  pro-
vide nutrition education, healthy recipes and sometimes
samples of products or recipes from produce currently
available. For more information, please call the health
department or visit www.tn.gov /health or
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Highway Update.... By Brian Matthews

Summer is here!! We are continuing to pave and mow
in all districts. You may have seen the story on the
news about Roane County being gravel free. When
Dennis Ferguson took office there was around 9 (nine)
miles of gravel roads on the county road list. We have
worked to get rid of all the gravel roads on the road list
through paving and tar and chipping.

Rockwood, Harriman, and Kingston all hosted Dixie
Youth Tournaments and through partnerships with the
parks and recreation departments in those areas, all of
those games were litter free events.

On the 4™ of July stop in at the “Keep Roane Litter
Free” booth in Kingston and see what you can do to
help us deal with litter in Roane County. As always, if
you have any questions feel free to stop in and see us
or give us a call at 882-9782.

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

|I Raised bed gardens at the Health Department

Date Meeting Location Time

July 4th COURTHOUSE CLOSED

July 5th Ad-Hoc Ins. & Benefits Conf. Room 6:00pm

July 7th Sheriff’s Liaison Com. QCR 6:00pm

July 11th County Commission QCR 7:00pm

July 12th Public Utility Board WWP 5:30pm

July 12th Fire Board QCR 6:15pm

July 14th Emergency Services OES 6:00pm
Committee

July 14th Ind. Licison Committee  Ro. Alliance 5:00pm

July 18th Bldg Inspector, Codes QCR 6:30pm
& Review Committee

July 19th Legislative Committee ~ Conf. Room 6:00pm

July 20th Board of Zoning QCR 6:00pm
Appeals—if needed

July 20th Planning Commission QCR 7:00pm

July 21st Non-Profit Committee Conf. Room 6:30pm

by the 20th of the month. ~Ron

Please submit articles/items of interest to Arlene at arlene.daugherty@roanecountyin.gov




